In the recent medical literature, there has been an almost uninterrupted flow of papers describing new methods of desiccation, or introducing some modifications in old methods. It is not the purpose of this paper to describe a new method of desiccation, but to stress certain technical details and amplify certain procedures which it is hoped will be found useful in any method finally selected by a worker.
The method selected for desiccation of small amounts of material in the laboratory was Hartley's (1936) 
